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dermatologist will not d isagree at times with t he 
approach of a particular author. especial ly about 
management of diseases for which no well-
accepted t reatment is available. T he contributors 
have all provided useful and reasonably current 
references, which enhance the value of this section. 
P art T hree is a pharmacologic index to d rugs of 
use in dermatology. While the pharmacology is 
presented in significant detail and is of interest, 
t here is, unfortunately , only cursory attention 
given to dosage, toxicity. and proper methods of 
administrat ion. 
T his book is well edited with few spelling or 
typographic errOrs. It is very easy to locate and to 
read the information one wishes to find. T o main-
tain its up-lo-date style. the editor has added a few 
additional comments on some newer therapeutic 
observations where appropriate, In summary, it is 
always advantageous La have a current compen-
dium of manag:ement written by experts with 
useful references. The book will be of pa rticular 
value to non-dermatologist physicians and stu-
dents as a handy reference source, 
Peyton E . Wea ry. M.D . 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
The Year Book of Dermatology- l 975, Frederick 
D. Malkinson, M.D. , and Roger W. Pearson . 
M.D. (eds.). Year Book Medical Publishers, 
Inc .. Chicago. 19;5. (437 pp) 
Of the many attempts to provide reasonably 
comprehensi\'e reviews of dermatologic literature. 
The Yeor Book of Dermatology conti nues to be the 
most effective. Inclusion of materials for periodi-
cals beyond those writ ten in English provides 
unusual breadth. and the editorial comments pro-
vide perspective. 
This volume marks the 75th anniversa ry of the 
Year Book Series of which Dermatology was an 
early participant. The introduction reminds us 
how well t he modern evolut ion of the specialty can 
be t raced through sequen t ial volumes. 
The "lead article" annually is more nearly 
cu rrent and comprehensi\'e than comparable t.ext 
book offerings. This year Harber and Bickers 
devote 35 pages to [he porphyrias with references 
through 19;4. This complex topic . always difficult 
to organize and present. is introduced with good 
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cl inical and biochemical perspective for the neo-
phyte, while recent information is applied to re la -
tionships that continue to perplex us such as the 
effect of increased hepatic iron Slores on porphyria 
cutanea tarda. 
T he organization of the 437-page volume facili-
tates the review of specific diseases (e.g. , psoriasis, 
venereal diseases), disciplines (e.g., anatomy, 
physiology), or therapeutic advances in general. It 
is appropriate that the Year Book does not simply 
"review a review" but provides a comprehensive 
list of review articles at the end of each section. 
The comments of the primary editors or their 
consultants provide perspective and emphasis on 
the more significant achievements or concerns of 
the year. 
One minor problem which interferes with op-
timum use of the Year Book is the placement of 
essential identifying data fo r an a rticle in t.hree 
diffe rent areas of the review, The subject appears 
fi rst in bold print. The name(s) of the author(s) is 
often buried in the lext with a number which leads 
the reader to the journal source at the bottom of a 
page, not necessarily the page including the title. 
P resent.ation of all the identifying dat.a at the 
beginning of each review would focus the reader's 
attention and would not interfere with the literary 
style. 
The mater ial and color of the cover represent a 
vivid change as the Year Book Series enters it.s 
fourth quarter century. The content. however. 
reflects the t raditional editorial quality of this 
publication which should continue to serve as an 
annual review and lasting ready reference for the 
trainee and graduate dermatologist alike. 
Richard D. Baughman. M.D. 
H anover. New Hampshire 
Books Received 
The following books have been received and will 
be reviewed in a subsequent issue: 
Biologic Basis of Wound Healing. Lewis Mena-
ker. D.M.D .. Sc.D .. F.R.S. H. Ha rper & Row Pub· 
lishers. Inc .. Hagerstown. M aryland. 19i5. 
Manual of Contact Dermatitis. Sigfrid Fregert, 
Year Book Medical Publishers. Inc.. Chicago. 
1975. 
